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March 16. (Stated Meeting). 

SIR Wm. R. HAMILTON, LL.D., President, in the Chair. 

The Secretary of Council read the following Report, 
which was ordered to be entered on the Minutes : 

" The affairs of the Academy during the past year have teen, 
for the most part, of a similar character to those which have formed 
the subjects of former Reports. It is, however, satisfactory to the 
Council to be able to state, that our proceedings have been distin- 
guished by still increasing activity and zeal among our members, 
and that some important measures have been entered upon, and 
others brought to completion, which it is to be expected will tend 
permanently to sustain the reputation of the Academy, and extend 
its useful influence. 

" The second part of the nineteenth volume of the Transactions 
of the Academy is now printed, and the Council is enabled to place 
before the Academy an early copy. In a few days it will be ready 
for distribution among the members. 

" The twentieth volume, which will altogether consist of Mr. 
Petrie's Essay on the Round Towers, is progressing through the 
Press ; and a portion of the twenty-first volume is in the hands of 
the printer. 

" The Council have with great pleasure to report, that the va- 
luable collection of Irish antiquities amassed by the late Dean of 
St. Patrick's, having been purchased by a subscription, has been 
presented by the subscribers to the Academy. The amount sub- 
scribed having slightly exceeded the cost of the Collection, the 
balance was applied to the purchase of some other valuable relics 
of antiquity, which were also presented to the Academy, and now 
form part of its Museum. The detailed circumstances connected 
with the collection and application of this subscription, and the 
eminent services rendered to the Academy and to Irish Archaeology 
by various gentlemen, to whose exertions final success was mainly 
due, have already been brought under your notice in the Report 
drawn up by the Committee of Antiquities, and presented to the 
Academy in November last by Dr. Todd. The Council have there- 
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fore, on the present occasion, only to congratulate the Academy and 
the country on the acquisition of this Collection, which it is to be 
hoped will prove a centre to which may be attracted the various 
objects of antiquarian interest now scattered through the country, 
or which may hereafter be discovered, and thus he laid the foun- 
dation of a truly national Museum of Antiquities. 

" Besides the actual Dawson Collection, our Museum has been 
enriched by donations from His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, 
and from various private individuals, to whom on the several occa- 
sions of presentation well merited thanks were voted by the Aca- 
demy. 

" The necessity of arranging our Museum in such a form as 
should do justice to its intrinsic value, and adapt it for those pur- 
poses of reference and exhibition on which much of the influence 
it is calculated to exert must depend, has rendered the present ac- 
commodation of the Academy House totally inadequate to our 
wants, and the Council has consequently directed its attention to 
ascertaining how far our accommodation in rooms can be extended. 
It has been found that at a moderate cost the present Board Room 
may be converted into a Museum Room sufficient for our objects, 
and that under the Library and the adjoining spaces, there exists 
ground now of little use, on which a Board Room, rather larger than 
the present, may be constructed. A model and drawings of the ar- 
rangement proposed have been already laid before the Academy, 
and met with its approval, but circumstances connected with our te- 
nure of this house have induced the Council to postpone for a short 
time entering upon any outlay in building. 

" In the Report of the last Council, the Academy was informed 
that an application had been made to His Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant, that he might recommend to the Government to increase 
our Annual Grant by the sum of £100, or to allow that sum per 
year, specially for the purchase of Irish antiquities. No decisive 
answer has been as yet received to that application, but it is to be 
hoped that as we have now made so excellent a beginning to our 
Museum, and that the sphere of our public utility has thus been 
much extended, so small an increase to our exceedingly scanty 
means may not be finally refused. 
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" In November last, the Academy authorized the Council to 
employ Mr. Curry to draw up a Catalogue Raisonne of the Irish 
manuscripts in the Library of the Academy. This work has been 
ever since iu progress, but will still require some months for its 
completion. 

" Some time ago the Council became aware that it was contem- 
plated by Her Majesty's Government to withdraw from the Irish 
branch of the Ordnance Survey those grants of money which have 
hitherto been made to the departments of Geology and Natural 
History, as well as of Topographical Antiquities and Statistics, so 
that the future operations of the Survey should be limited to the 
completion of the Maps. Sensible of the great benefit that must 
accrue to the country at large by the continuance of those depart- 
ments, for which already a vast body of materials have been col- 
lected, which, if publication were now abandoned, may be totally 
lost, and feeling that independent of its interest, as positively extend- 
ing the domain of science, and of which so brilliant an example has 
been already presented to the Academy, on the part of the Board of 
Ordnance, by Captain Portlock, the Geological branch of the Sur- 
vey is of the highest practical importance to Ireland, as making 
known the true position and limits of our mineral wealth, and 
guarding enterprize from those latent perils on which, from want 
of such scientific knowledge, it has been so often wrecked, the 
Council did not hesitate to interpose its voice against the relin- 
quishing of that undertaking. A deputation of the Council waited 
on His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant with a memorial, in which 
the more evident reasons in favour of the continuation of this truly 
national work were embodied. His Excellency received the depu- 
tation with his usual courtesy, and was pleased to express his sym- 
pathy with its objects. He undertook to forward the memorial to 
the heads of the Government in London, and the Council is not 
without sanguine hopes that the Memoir of the Ordnance Survey 
may be finally continued on its original extended scale. 

" In obtaining this result, the Council believe that the voice of 
the Royal Irish Academy will have afforded some assistance. 

" Since the date of the last Report, the Library of the Academy 
has been increased by numerous donations of books, for which 
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thanks have been voted to the donors, at the meetings of the Aca- 
demy. The Academy continues in communication with the prin- 
cipal scientific bodies of Europe and America, with which an inter- 
change of Transactions and other publications is kept up. 

" During the past year the accession of new members to the 
Academy has been such as to show, that notwithstanding the usually 
abstract nature of its proceedings, its importance is fully recog- 
nized. As honorary members, two have been elected on the recom- 
mendation of the Council : the one a philosopher of European 
eminence, Professor Wheatstone; the other, an Irish woman, whose 
name adorns the roll of the Academy, as her works have long shed 
lustre on the literature of her country, Miss Edgeworth. The names 
of the gentlemen who have been elected ordinary members of the 
Academy are : 

Rev. Richard Butler. W. V. Drury, M. D. 

Dr. Robert Law. W. R. Gore, M. D. 
John Toleken, Esq., F.T.C.D. J. E. Hodder, Esq., R. N. 

William Blacker, Esq. Rev. John Homan. 

Rev. James Booth. H. Hutton, Esq. 

Arthur Cane, Esq. R. Leslie Ogilby, Esq. 

B. J. Chapman, Esq. Hon. Frederick Ponsonby. 

F. M. Jennings, Esq. George Salmon,Esq., F.T.C.D. 

Sir Thomas Staples, Bart. Robert Culley, Esq. 

Stewart Blacker, Esq. James Magee, Esq. 

Thomas Cather, Esq. H. L. Renny, Esq. 

" In a body so numerous as ours, it could not be expected that 
a year should pass away without the loss of some from amongst our 
ranks. Unhappily within the last twelve months we have had oc- 
casion to deplore the deaths of several valued members. 

" From the list of honorary members three have been removed, 
Sir James Ivory, Mr. Allan Cunningham, and Professor Heeren. 
Of our ordinary members we have lost the Hon. Judge Foster, the 
Right Rev. Charles Dickenson, late Lord Bishop of Meath, Dr. 
Macartney, Mr. David Aher, and Mr. Bowles. It is fit to notice 
briefly their career and their connexion with this Academy. 

" Sir James Ivory was a native of Dundee, and studied in the 
University of St. Andrew's, where he first distinguished himself in 
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those mathematical studies on which the elements of his subsequent 
distinction rested. Although intended for the Church, circum- 
stances threw him into the totally different career of managing an 
extensive flax and spinning concern. But even the engrossing na- 
ture of commercial industry could not wean him from scientific 
pursuits, and on the dissolution of the company he devoted himself 
exclusively to mathematical investigation. He passed to London, 
and was appointed Professor in the Military College of Sandhurst, 
which he retained until ill health, occasioned by his untiring re- 
searches, obliged him to resign. His merits were so well recog- 
nized that he received the retiring pension, although he had not 
served the time required by the War Office. Subsequently a royal 
pension was conferred upon him, and at the same time he received 
the honour of Knighthood of the Guelphic Order of Hanover. 

" Sir James Ivory was elected by this Academy an honorary 
member on the score of his eminent mathematical discoveries. 
These it is unnecessary to detail. They embraced the solution, in 
abstract mathematics and in physical astronomy, of problems of 
the greatest difficulty and importance ; and the Royal Society of 
London sufficiently indicated their opinion of his merits by award- 
ing to him at different periods the Royal and the Copley medals. 

" Mr. Allan Cunningham, although occupying a totally different 
field of intellectual exertion from that trod by Ivory, and cultivating 
rather the faculties of imagination and invention than those of 
logical thought, is also an example of learning, pursued as an en- 
joyment in the first instance to relieve the weary practice of a 
mechanical trade, and finally adopted as a profession. Born in 
Scotland, he was early apprenticed to a stone-mason, for whom he 
worked many years. His mind, imbued with the traditions and 
tales of the Border district in which he resided, soon applied its 
vigorous though somewhat rugged poetic faculties to their arrange- 
ment ; and although it is said that many of the traditions he has 
rendered popular, had their first origin in his own fertile brain, yet 
there is no doubt but that his verses have preserved a great body of 
popular Scottish story, that otherwise might have been lost. Would 
that the abundant sources of poetical composition which the earlier 
chronicles of this country present were similarly utilized. The 



3G1 

varied results of Mr. Cunningham's literary life need not here be 
detailed. He subsequently became connected with Sir Francis 
Chantrey, in whose workroom he acted as manager and superinten- 
dent. Called thus to intimate association with the most elevated in 
art, all his subsequent literary works had for object, more or less, 
its illustration, and his final labour, concluded but a few days be- 
fore his death, was the life of his countryman and friend, Sir David 
Wilkie. Mr. Cunningham was elected an honorary member of this 
Academy on the score of his various literary merits. 

"The death of Professor Heeren of Gottingen is felt through 
Europe as the removal of one of the brightest luminaries of classical 
literature. A reputation, already brilliant, bequeathed to him by 
his father, received additional lustre from his elaborate investiga- 
tions into the commerce and social condition of the nations of an- 
tiquity. He was appointed first Professor of Philosophy, and after- 
wards of History, in the University of Gottingen ; and his decease 
in the past year has added another to the crowd of illustrious dead, 
by whose memory that seat of learning is rendered sacred." 

" Our recollection of those members whom we have lost from 
the ordinary roll of the Academy during the past year is yet so fresh, 
the time that has elapsed since they assisted at our meetings is so 
short, that the notice, necessarily so brief, that can be here made of 
their career must be imperfect, and may appear unjust. In the in- 
stances, however, of two eminent members, whose recent loss we 
all deplore, the Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of Meath, and the Hon. 
Justice Foster, it may be said, that although numbering them among 
its members, this Academy was not the scene of their labours or 
their glory ; devoted to the pursuit of most important and engross- 
ing professions, in which by their varied talents they attained the 
highest dignities, time was not available for the prosecution of any 
of those objects which this Academy has more especially in view. 
Neither contributed to our Transactions, but the purposes of this 
Institution, and its progress, were always subjects of their warm 
approbation and support. 

" Mr. Bowles, a young member of the Academy, must be deeply 
regretted, as from his extensive knowledge of languages, and the 
enlightened assiduity with which he was, up to the period of his 
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death, engaged in acquiring statistical information, much was to be 
expected. 

" In Mr. David Aher the country has lost one well conversant, 
as a civil engineer, with its physical circumstances, and anxious and 
effectual in promoting industry. He was principally engaged in thu 
working of the coal district of Kilkenny and the Queen's County, but 
was concerned in many other engineering operations in that neighbour- 
hood. He supplied a great deal of valuable information embodied 
in the Reports on the Irish Bogs, drawn up by order of Government ; 
and recently, I believe his last work, at the time when the plans for 
railway intercourse through Ireland were much discussed, he sur- 
veyed and proposed a line extending from Dublin to Kilkenny. 
Owing to the purely practical nature of Mr. Aher's labours, he did 
not contribute any memoirs to our Transactions, but his career was 
not on that account the less valuable. This Academy, necessarily 
limited in its scope to the more general and abstract contemplation 
of scientific questions, is still most fully cognizant of the merit, 
and anxious to express its admiration of those men, who practically 
developing the sources of useful employment and industrial wealth 
which our country holds, may become important agents in increasing 
the comfort and happiness of our people. 

" Dr. James Macartney was born in March, 1770, in Armagh, 
where his family had long been resident. He was educated in the 
country, where he received the rudiments of an ordinary education, 
but was not at college, nor was he intended for a profession. 
Forced, however, in 1790, by the death of his father, to decide upon 
his future course of life, he chose the profession of surgery, ' not,' 
as he used to say, ' because he had any peculiar aptitude for the 
business, but that he thought it would harden his feelings, which 
he had found on many occasions painfully acute.' In 1 794 he was 
apprenticed to Dr. Hartigan, who was at that time Professor of 
Anatomy to the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland. Passing to 
London for the completion of his professional studies, he was ap- 
pointed, in 1 798, Demonstrator of Anatomy at Bartholomew's Hos- 
pital ; and in 1 800, having become a memher of the Royal College of 
Surgeons in London, he began to lecture on Comparative Anatomy 
and Physiology, which he continued up to 1810. During the greater 
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part of this time he was Surgeon to the Kadnorshire Militia, which 
office, however, was not allowed to interfere with his scientific or 
professional pursuits. In 1811 he accompanied that Regiment to 
Ireland, and in 1813, the Professorship of Anatomy and Surgery in 
Trinity College having become vacant by the death of Dr. Hartigan, 
he presented himself as a candidate, and was elected. 

" For twenty-four years Dr. Macartney discharged the duties of 
that important office with unexampled zeal and industry, and used 
his utmost exertions to improve medical education. He endea- 
voured to establish a course of lectures on Comparative Anatomy, 
but circumstances prevented his plan being at the time carried out. 
He was, however, successful in arranging a separate course on Pa- 
thology, and in conjunction with Dr. Jacob, then his Demonstrator, 
he instituted a dispensary for the special treatment of diseases of 
the eye and ear. As a lecturer, his manner, though unadorned by 
the arts of verbal eloquence, became highly popular from the sound 
ideas which he imparted, and the distinct and logical language in 
which they were clothed. His classes were always very large, and 
by his means the reputation of the Medical School of the University 
of Dublin was materially elevated. 

" He resigned his Professorship in 1837, but still continued his 
application to scientific pursuits. On the 5th of the present month 
(March) he was seized with apoplexy, and died on the following 
morning. 

" In a literary point of view, Dr. Macartney's contributions to 
medical and zoological science were numerous and important. In 
1803 he commenced writing for Eees' Cyclopaedia, to which he 
supplied the articles — ' Comparative Anatomy. Vegetable Ana- 
tomy. Bezoar. Anatomy of Birds. Classification of Animals. 
Anatomy of the Egg. Anatomy of Fishes. Incubation. Ana- 
tomy of Mammalia.'' In the Philosophical Transactions he pub- 
lished a memoir on Luminous Animals, and contributed many minor 
papers to the British Association, and to the Academie de Medicine 
of Paris. His large work on Inflammation, containing his chief 
discoveries in physiology and surgery, was published in Dublin 
in 1838; and in the Transactions of this Academy there are by him 
two valuable memoirs, the first in vol. xiii., on Curvature of the 
vol. li. 2 h 
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Spine, and the second, on the Anatomy of the Brain of the Chim- 
panzee, inserted in the second part of the nineteenth volume, which 
has been this evening laid before the Academy, but of which, un- 
fortunately, he did not live to witness the formal publication. 

" Dr. Macartney was a Fellow of the Royal Society, and of the 
Linnean Society of London, and an Honorary Fellow of the King 
and Queen's College of Physicians in Ireland. He was also a Fo- 
reign Associate of the Academy of Medicine of Paris, and member 
of many of the most eminent scientific societies of the Continent of 
Europe and of America. 

" The Reverend James Horner, D. D., engaged in the constant 
practice of the sacred duties of his profession, did not take any part 
in the proceedings of the Academy, but will be long remembered by 
many amongst us for the interest he always manifested in our suc- 
cess, the amenity of his manner, and the benevolence of his heart. 

" The engrossing occupations of an active political life had also 
so completely removed the Right Hon. Sir John Newport, Bart, 
from the pursuits to which this Academy is devoted, that it is only 
necessary formally to record his loss, and that he had not contri- 
buted to our proceedings." 



The Treasurer presented the following Abstract of his 
Account with the Academy for the year ending this 16th of 
March, 1843 : 



